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The goal of this is course is to familiarize ourselves with theoretical perspectives in order 
to enhance our understanding of the social world.  People implicitly make use of theories to 
explain and interpret the world, and we will look at social scientific theories that explicitly 
pursue this goal while simultaneously being open to critique and refutation.  An emphasis will 
be placed on tying the theories to practical real world examples and making connections to the 
experiences of students as well as their previous course work. 
  
 
Course Description from HSU Catalog 
This course is a survey of classical and contemporary sociological theories, with special 
emphasis on important intellectual movements and key individuals in both European and 
American sociology.  This course is designed to enhance students’ theoretical and critical 
thinking skills as well as to expose them to some of the main structural, philosophical, and 
thematic issues important to the field of sociology.  
 
 
Course Objectives 
Upon completing SOC 4380, students should be able to: 

• Define social theory. 
• Compare and contrast various classical and contemporary theoretical perspectives.   
• Explain the significance of theory for sociological research and practice. 
• Determine how sociological theories relate to the modern social world. 
• Improve writing, critical reasoning, and presentation skills as they relate to sociological 

theory. 
 
 
 
 
 



Text 
We will be using 2 texts, and they are both required.  The first is a traditional textbook, and the 
second helps us apply sociological theory to everyday experiences and situations. 
 
The first text is Sociological Theory, 9th Edition by George Ritzer and Jeff Stepnisky (ISBN 
0078027012). 
 
The second text is Illuminating Social Life: Classical and Contemporary Theory Revisited, 6th 
Edition by Peter Kivisto (ISBN 1452217823). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grading & Assignments 
 
Examinations (200 points): There will be two examinations, a midterm and a final.  These will be 
in class exams that cover all the readings, discussions, and exercises from that portion of the 
semester.  They will be mostly essay exams, but there may be some multiple choice or 
matching questions mixed in. 
 
Thought Pieces (100 points): You will write ten (10) 2-page thought pieces about the assigned 
Ritzer readings.  You will see in the syllabus that there are 12 weeks in which we are discussing 
Ritzer readings.  Therefore, you may choose any 10 of those 12 chapters.  This is intended to let 
you think about what the important points of each text were, note parts that you agree and 
disagree with, and think of questions about the reading that would make for good discussion 
topics.  Completing the thought pieces will help to facilitate our discussion about each subject.  
These papers must be uploaded to blackboard at least 1 hour before our designated meeting 
time.  Each paper is worth 10 points. 
 
Research Paper (150 points): At the end of the semester there will be a 10-12 page essay due.  
Students need to pick a specific theory or theorist and provide a detailed examination of the 
main points of the theory, its strengths and weaknesses, and how the theory facilitates our 
understanding of the social world.  Papers are required to have at least five sources from 
academic books or journal articles.  More details about this paper will be provided soon. 
 
Participation (50 points): Class attendance and participation are very important both for you to 
understand the material and to help contribute to the learning process of the entire class.  As 
such, all students are expected to attend every class and to participate in group discussions and 



exercises.  This will require completing the readings and leaving enough time to think about 
them before class. 
 
Your grades will be calculated accordingly: 

450-500 points  A 
400-449 points  B 
350-399 points  C 
300-349 points  D 

 Less than 300 points  F 
 
Classroom Conduct 
There are a few classroom rules which I expect students to follow. 

• Please feel free to interrupt me at any time if you have any question about the material.  
If you do not understand something, speak up-- chances are other people have the 
same question.  If you are having trouble with the material, see me as soon as possible. 

• Disruptive talking during lectures will not be tolerated; this includes talking amongst 
your selves while I am lecturing, answering a question, or showing films.  Be considerate 
of your classmates, socialize elsewhere.   

• No food is allowed in the Skiles building.  The only allowed drink is water in a clear 
container. 

• Headphones and Bluetooth earpieces are not allowed under any circumstances for any 
reason. 

• I never want to see your cell phone.  Please do not text during my class. 
• Laptops are not allowed. 

 
Academic Integrity Policy 
Please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy found in the 2016-2017 Undergraduate Catalog 
and also in the Student Handbook; both can be found on the HSU website. The student should 
become familiar with the policy and its terms.  The policy applies to all assignments and tests in 
this class. 
 
Attendance Policy 
For class attendance policy, refer to the Attendance Policy in the 2016-2017 Undergraduate 
Catalog.  “Accordingly, absence from more than 25 percent of class meetings and/or laboratory 
sessions scheduled for a course (including absences because of athletic participation) is 
regarded as excessive, and a grade of F may be assigned as deemed appropriated by the 
professor.”  Excused absences are still counted in the total number of absences.  The fact that 
an absence is excused means only that the student has the opportunity to make up the work 
missed during the absence without penalty to his/her grade.  It is the responsibility of the 
student to make arrangements with the professor to complete the work in a time frame 
agreeable with the professor.  Additional specific policies might be included in individual class 
settings by the professor. 
 



University Policy on Students Regarding Disabilities 
Any student with a professionally diagnosed learning disability and/or other professionally 
diagnosed disability that may affect course performance may choose to seek accommodation.  
Eligible students seeking accommodations should contact the Office of the Director of 
Undergraduate Advising and Disabilities as soon as possible in the academic term (preferably 
during the first two weeks of a long semester) for which they are seeking accommodations. The 
Director shall prepare letters to appropriate faculty members concerning specific, reasonable 
academic adjustments for the student. The student is responsible for delivering 
accommodation letters and conferring with faculty members. Please refer to the 2016-2017 
Undergraduate Catalog for the complete policy. (Lindsay Boynton, Director of Undergraduate 
Advising and Disabilities, Sandefer Memorial, room 209, 670-
5842, disabilityservices@hsutx.edu)  
 
University Policy on Electronic Devices in Class 
“Use of electronic devices in the classroom is permitted only with consent of instructor. 
Disruption of class by the sounds of cell phones and paging devices or by texting is forbidden. A 
student facing the possibility of receiving an emergency message by one of these means may 
leave the device turned on during class, but the student must inform the professor of that 
possibility at the beginning of class. Unless facing an emergency message, the student must 
turn the device off at the beginning of class and turn it back on only after the class has been 
dismissed. Routine work related calls/messages are not considered emergencies nor are 
personal calls/messages from friends or business associates.” Online Student Handbook 
 
Official University Communication 
The official avenue for the University, its faculty and offices to communicate with students is 
the students’ HSU email address.  It is the responsibility of the student to check his/her HSU 
email address regularly for official university communication.  Failure of the student to regularly 
check his/her HSU email address will not excuse the student from his/her responsibility for 
complying with any actions indicated in the university mails. 
 
Tutoring 
Peer-to-peer tutoring is available for all undergraduate HSU students. Centralized Tutoring is 
offered Tuesday evenings from 6:30-9:00 pm on the first floor of Skiles. There are additional 
opportunities to receive tutoring throughout the semester. For information regarding tutoring 
services, contact Sierra Greenwood, Coordinator for Academic Support and Retention 
Initiatives, Moody Center, room 214, 325-670-1495, Sierra.J.Greenwood@hsutx.edu  
 
Mental Health Counseling and Services 
All full or part-time students are eligible to receive free, confidential, and voluntary counseling 
services at HSU. Services include consultation, evaluation, counseling, and crisis support 
services for students facing issues impacting their overall well-being. To obtain any of these 
services, students may call Nikki Rhodes, the Director of Counseling Services, at (325) 671-2272 
or visit the Office of Counseling Services in Moody 213 to begin the intake process. The 
Psychology and Counseling Center, located by the Psychology Annex and staffed by graduate 
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student interns in the M.A. of Clinical Counseling and Marriage and Family Therapy, may be 
utilized to assist with counseling services as well. 
 
Important Dates 
August 22, 2016: Classes begin 
August 29, 2016: Last date to register or change classes; Last date to change from credit to 
audit 
September 23, 2016: Last day to drop or withdraw from classes with a grade of W 
September 27-29, 2016: Cornerstone (adjusted schedule on Wednesday, the 28th)   
October 21, 2016: BW Aston Fall Break 
November 21, 2016: Last date to drop/withdraw from classes 
November 23-25, 2016: Thanksgiving Holidays 
December 5-8, 2016: Final Exams 



 
 
Week 1 (Aug 22-26) 
 
Week 2 (Aug 29-Sept 2) 
 
Week 3 (Sept 5-9) 
 
Week 4 (Sept 12-16) 
 
Week 5 (Sept 19-23) 
 
Week 6 (Sept 26-30) 
 
 
 
Week 7 (Oct 3-7) 
 
Week 8 (Oct 10-14) 
 
Week 9 (Oct 17-21) 
 
Week 10 (Oct 24-28) 
 
 
Week 11 (Oct 31-Nov 4) 
 
 
Week 12 (Nov 7-11) 
 
Week 13 (Nov 14-18) 
 
 
Week 14 (Nov 21-25) 
 
Week 15 (Nov 28-Dec 2) 
 
 
 
Finals Week 
 
 
 
 

Course Outline 
 
Intro 
 
Marx 
 
Durkheim 
 
Weber 
 
Simmel 
 
Structural-Functionalism, 
Neofunctionalism, Conflict 
Theory 
 
Neo-Marxism 
 
Midterm Exam 
 
Symbolic Interactionism 
 
Symbolic Interactionism / 
Ethnomethodology 
 
Exchange, Network, and 
Rational Choice Theories 
 
Contemporary Feminist Theory 
 
Contemporary Theories of 
Modernity 
 
No Class (Thanksgiving) 
 
Structuralism, 
Poststructuralism, and 
Postmodern Social Theory 
 
Final Exam 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Ritzer Ch 2, Kivisto Ch 1 
 
Ritzer Ch 3, Kivisto Ch 3 
 
Ritzer Ch 4, Kivisto Ch 2 
 
Ritzer Ch 5, Kivisto Ch 4 
 
Ritzer Ch 7, Kivisto Ch 6 
 
 
 
Ritzer Ch 8, Kivisto Ch 8 
 
 
 
Ritzer Ch 10, Kivisto Ch 10 
 
Ritzer Ch 11, Kivisto Ch 11 
 
 
Ritzer Ch 12 
 
 
Ritzer Ch 13, Kivisto Ch 9 
 
Ritzer Ch 15 
 
 
 
 
Ritzer Ch 17, Kivisto Ch 12 


