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We see statistics everywhere.  Poll results, and bar graphs, and “margins of error.”  70% of 
Americans believe this, and women are more likely to do that.  Where do these numbers come 
from? How do we interpret them?  And how do we know whether we can trust them? 
 
This course rests on an assumption that you will be a more informed citizen if you are able to 
understand, interpret, and criticize the statistics that surround us.  We will cover the nature and 
use of statistics in social science research, the description of samples and populations using 
statistical tools, the nature of probability and inference, the testing of statistical hypotheses, 
and the measurement of statistical association. 
 
 
Objectives 
After completing this course, students should be able to do the following: 
 

1. Describe the social research process. 
2. Define statistics as both descriptive and inferential procedures. 
3. Distinguish between common statistics used in the social sciences. 
4. Use basic statistical techniques to analyze quantitative data. 
5. Follow the steps of the social research process to produce a written report. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Resources 
Statistics for the Behavioral Sciences, 9th Edition.  Frederick J. Gravetter and Larry B. Wallnau.  
Wadsworth Cengage Publishing, 2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The bookstore sells a lose-leaf version of the textbook (ISBN 9781305428249) which also 
provides access to MindTap, an online portal that will host most of our homework assignments, 
and will provide online tutorials to help you master the content.  If you do not want a physical 
copy of the textbook, you can just buy access to MindTap, which will also include access to a 
digital copy of the textbook (ISBN 9781285408873). 
 
Whether you purchase the physical textbook or the digital textbook, you must also have access 
to MindTap.  In other words, if you buy a used copy of the textbook, you will not gain access to 
MindTap, and will be unable to complete any of the homework assignments.  Information about 
registering with MindTap is posted on blackboard.  You must have reliable internet access to use 
MindTap. 
 
Students should also bring a calculator to class each day.  A graphing calculator is not necessary, 
but it should be a scientific calculator of some kind. 
 
You are expected to have read the chapter for that week prior to the start of class on Tuesday. 
 
Assessment 
There will be 3 types of assignments to gauge your mastery of the course content. 
 
Homework (20% of course grade, or 100 points) 
There will be 14 homework assignments that you will complete throughout the semester, one 
for each chapter that we study.  These homework assignments will be completed using the 
MindTap Web-based portal, and will be due before class the following week.  For example, we 
will be doing chapter 1 of the book during the first week of class.  A homework assignment over 
chapter 1 will be due before class begins for week 2. 
 
Each assignment is worth 7 possible points.  If a late assignment is late by less than 24 hours, I 
will deduct 4 points.  If it is more than 24 hours late, I will not accept it. 
 
Exams (60% of the course grade, or 300 points) 
Three in-class exams will evaluate your mastery of the course concepts.  Each exam builds on 
the course content that precedes it; therefore, each exam is cumulative.  Each exam is worth 
100 points, or 20% of your course grade.  Students who will knowingly miss a scheduled exam 



must pre-arrange an alternate exam time with me at least 24 hours in advance.  Make-up exams 
must be completed within 1 week of the scheduled exam date.  Without prior arrangements 
made, no make-up exam will be administered. 
 
Research Project (20% of the course grade, or 100 points) 
A semester-long research project will provide students practical experience using statistical 
software, analyzing survey data, and writing a research paper.  Students will study an attitude 
held by American adults, and will learn skills that enable them describe the attitude and explain 
who is most likely to hold such a view.  The project will culminate in an 8-10 page research 
paper due on Sunday, Dec 6.  To guide development, you will submit 5 segments of the paper 
throughout the semester so that I may review them.  2 points will be awarded for each of the 5 
segments submitted on time and at a satisfactory level of quality.  The final paper is worth 90 
points, calculated based on the abstract (4 points), introduction (6 points), literature review (10 
points), theory and hypotheses (16 points), discussion of data and methods (16 points), 
explanation of results (20 points), conclusion (10 points), and overall writing quality (8 points).  
Each segment, as well as the final paper, should be submitted through blackboard.  More 
information on the research project will be forthcoming. 
 
Grading 
Your grades will be calculated accordingly: 

450-500 points  A 
400-449 points  B 
350-399 points  C 
300-349 points  D 

 Below 300 points  F 
 
Classroom Conduct 
There are a few classroom rules which I expect students to follow. 

• Disruptive talking during lectures will not be tolerated; this includes talking amongst 
your selves while I am lecturing, answering a question, or showing films.  Be considerate 
of your classmates, socialize elsewhere.   

• Please feel free to interrupt me at any time if you have any question about the material.  
If you do not understand something, speak up-- chances are other people have the same 
question.  If you are having trouble with the material, see me as soon as possible. 

• Headphones and Bluetooth earpieces are not allowed under any circumstances for any 
reason. 

• I never want to see your cell phone.  Please do not text during my class. 
• Laptops are not allowed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Academic Integrity Policy 
Please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy found in the 2015-2016 Undergraduate Catalog 
and also in the Student Handbook; both can be found on the HSU website. The student should 
become familiar with the policy and its terms.  The policy applies to all assignments and tests in 
this class. 
 
Attendance Policy 
For class attendance policy, refer to the Attendance Policy in the 2015-2016 Undergraduate 
Catalog.  “Accordingly, absence from more than 25 percent of class meetings and/or laboratory 
sessions scheduled for a course (including absences because of athletic participation) is 
regarded as excessive, and a grade of F may be assigned as deemed appropriated by the 
professor.”  Excused absences are still counted in the total number of absences.  The fact that an 
absence is excused means only that the student has the opportunity to make up the work 
missed during the absence without penalty to his/her grade.  It is the responsibility of the 
student to make arrangements with the professor to complete the work in a time frame 
agreeable with the professor.  Additional specific policies might be included in individual class 
settings by the professor. 
 
University Policy on Students Regarding Disabilities 
Any student with a professionally diagnosed learning disability and/or other professionally 
diagnosed disability that may affect course performance may choose to seek accommodation.  
Eligible students seeking accommodations should contact the Office of the Director of 
Undergraduate Advising and Disabilities as soon as possible in the academic term (preferably 
during the first two weeks of a long semester) for which they are seeking accommodations. The 
Director shall prepare letters to appropriate faculty members concerning specific, reasonable 
academic adjustments for the student. The student is responsible for delivering accommodation 
letters and conferring with faculty members. Please refer to the 2015-2016 Undergraduate 
Catalog for the complete policy. (Lindsay Boynton, Director of Undergraduate Advising and 
Disabilities, Sandefer Memorial, room 209, 670-5842, Lindsay.A.Boynton@hsutx.edu)  
 
University Policy on Electronic Devices in Class 
“Use of electronic devices in the classroom is permitted only with consent of instructor. 
Disruption of class by the sounds of cell phones and paging devices or by texting is forbidden. A 
student facing the possibility of receiving an emergency message by one of these means may 
leave the device turned on during class, but the student must inform the professor of that 
possibility at the beginning of class. Unless facing an emergency message, the student must turn 
the device off at the beginning of class and turn it back on only after the class has been 
dismissed. Routine work related calls/messages are not considered emergencies nor are 
personal calls/messages from friends or business associates.” Online Student Handbook 
 
 
 
 
 



Official University Communication 
The official avenue for the University, its faculty and offices to communicate with students is the 
students’ HSU email address.  It is the responsibility of the student to check his/her HSU email 
address regularly for official university communication.  Failure of the student to regularly check 
his/her HSU email address will not excuse the student from his/her responsibility for complying 
with any actions indicated in the university mails. 
 
Tutoring 
Peer-to-peer tutoring is available for all undergraduate HSU students. Centralized Tutoring is 
offered on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-9:00 pm on the first floor of Skiles. There are also 
additional opportunities to receive tutoring throughout the semester. For information on any 
tutoring services, contact Sierra Greenwood, Coordinator for Academic Support and Retention 
Initiatives, Moody Center, room 214, 325-670-1495, Sierra.J.Greenwood@hsutx.edu  
 
Mental Health Counseling and Services 
All full or part-time students are eligible to receive free, confidential, and voluntary counseling 
services at HSU. Services include consultation, evaluation, counseling, and crisis support 
services for students facing issues impacting their overall well-being. To obtain any of these 
services, students may call Nikki Rhodes, the University Counselor at (325) 671-2272 or visit the 
Office of Counseling Services in Moody 213 to begin the intake process. The Family Psychology 
Center, located by the Psychology Annex, may be utilized to assist with counseling services as 
well. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
August 24, 2015: Classes begin 
August 31, 2015: Last date to register or change classes; Last date to change from credit to audit 
September 25, 2015: Last day to drop or withdraw from classes with a grade of W 
September 29-October 1, 2015: Cornerstone (adjusted schedule on Wednesday, the 30th)  
October 16, 2015: BW Aston Fall Break 
November 23, 2015: Last date to drop/withdraw from classes 
November 25-27, 2015: Thanksgiving Holidays 
December 7-10, 2015: Final Exams 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tentative Course Outline (subject to change) 
Each assignment is listed on its due date 
 
Aug 25.  Ch 1. Intro to Statistics 
Aug 27.  Ch 1. Intro to Statistics……………………………………………. Read Ch. 1 
 
Sept 1.  Ch 2. Frequency Distributions………………………………… Homework Ch 1 due; Read Ch 2 
Sept 3.  Ch 2. Frequency Distributions 
 
Sept 8.  Ch 3. Measures of Central Tendency……………………. Homework Ch 2 due; Read Ch 3 
Sept 10.  Ch 3. Measures of Central Tendency 
 
Sept 15. Ch 4. Measures of Variability……………………………….. Homework Ch 3 due; Read Ch 4 
Sept 17.  Ch 4. Measures of Variability………………………………… RP Introduction 
 
Sept 22.  Ch 5. Z-scores……………………………………………………….. Homework Ch 4 due; Read Ch 5 
Sept 24.  Exam 1 
 
Sept 29.  Ch 6. Probability……………………………………………………. Homework Ch 5 due; Read Ch 6 
Oct 1.  Ch 6. Probability ………………………………………………….. RP Lit Review 
 
Oct 6.  Ch 8. Hypothesis Tests……………………………………………. Homework Ch 6 due; Read Ch 8 
Oct 8.  Ch 8. Hypothesis Tests  
 
Oct 13.  Cross-tabs and confidence intervals……………………….. Homework Ch 8 due 
Oct 15.  Cross-tabs and confidence intervals  
 
Oct 20. Ch 17. Chi-Square ………………………………………………… Homework (CT & CI) due; Read Ch 17 
Oct 22.  Ch 17. Chi-Square ………………………………………………… RP Hypotheses 
 
Oct 27.  Measures of Association………………………………………. Homework Ch 17 due 
Oct 29.  Exam 2 
 
Nov 3.  Ch 9. T-tests………………………………………………………… Homework (measures of assoc) due; Read Ch 9 
Nov 5. Ch 9. T-tests 
 
Nov 10.  Ch 12. Analysis of Variance (ANOVA)…………………….. Homework Ch 9 due; Read Ch 12 
Nov 12.  Ch 12. Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) 
 
Nov 17.  Ch 15. Correlation………………………………………………… Homework Ch 12 due; Read Ch 15 
Nov 19.  Ch 15. Correlation………………………………………………… RP Data/Methods 
 
Nov 24.  Ch 16. Regression………………………………………………….. Homework Ch 15 due; Read Ch 16 
Nov 26.  NO CLASS (Thanksgiving) 
 
Dec 1.  Ch 16. Regression…………………………………………………. RP Results 
Dec 3.  Ch 16. Regression…………………………………………………. Homework Ch 16 due 
 
Sun, Dec 6 – Research project due by 11:59 PM 
Thurs, Dec 10 – FINAL EXAM (10:30-12:30) 
 
 


