
 

Sociology of Marriage and Family 
Spring 2016 

Syllabus 
 
SOC 4340-A 
T-Th 10:30-11:45 
Skiles 124 
 
Jeremy R. Rhodes, Ph.D. 
Office: Skiles 228 
Office Phone: 670-1274 
Email: jeremy.r.rhodes@hsutx.edu 
Office Hours: Mon 11-12; Tues 9-10 and 1:00-4:00; Wed 11-12; Thurs 9-10 and 1:00-4:00; or by 
appointment 
 
Course Description from HSU Catalog 
A practical course designed to provide guidance for marriage and family life. Consideration is 
given to the cultural, biological, psychological, religious, and economic foundations for marriage 
and family. Some of the topics that will be explored include mate selection, sexuality, marriage, 
child-rearing, family finances, family conflict, and divorce. 
 
Course Objectives  
By the end of this course students should be able to do the following:  

• Explain the major theories of sociology, and be able to summarize the ways that these 
theories view families and relationships. 

• Understand demographic trends of current families in the US, and distinguish between 
myths and facts about modern and historical trends in marriage and family life in the US 

• Apply sociological theories and perspectives to your own experience of family life and 
romantic relationships, however limited or extensive that experience may be, and 
however conventional or unconventional that experience may be. 

 
Course Text  
 
There is no class textbook.  Readings for each week have been assigned and posted to 
blackboard. 
 
Grading and Assignments 
 
Exams (300 points) 

There will be three exams spaced evenly throughout the semester. These exams will be 
a combination of multiple choice items along with some short answer essay questions.  
Exams will not be returned to students.  If you want to examine your test, make an 
appointment with me.  Each of the three exams is worth 20% of your final grade, leaving 
40% of your final grade to be determined by the following assignments: 



 

Sociological Autobiography Papers (100 points) 
You will write 2 papers applying sociological perspectives on family and romantic 
relationships to your own personal life.  Each paper will be about 5 pages in length, and 
will be worth 10% of your final grade.  The first paper is due by 11:59 PM on March 6, 
and the second paper is due by 11:59 on April 24.  These papers must be submitted to 
blackboard.  I will deduct 30% if the paper is late.  If it is more than 24 hours late, I will 
not accept it, except in the case of an emergency.  I will go over the details of these 
papers later.  If you would like to turn in a preliminary draft of either of these papers to 
get my thoughts before your final submission, you must get it to me at least 1 week 
before the due date.  Do not send me a draft less than a week before the due date and 
expect me to have time to give you my thoughts on improving your paper. 

 
Reading Reflection Papers (45 points) 

You will be asked to turn in fifteen (15) 1-2 page reflection papers over the readings for 
that particular week throughout the semester.  I do not expect you to exhaustively 
summarize the entire reading in only 1-2 pages.  I am more interested in your response 
to the readings.  For example, do you have an opinion of the reading?  Do you have 
personal experiences that relate to the reading?  What are some class discussion 
questions that you think would be interesting for that day? 

 
Each paper is worth 3 points of the total 500.  Together, the papers are worth almost 
10% of your final grade.  Papers must be submitted to blackboard, and they must be 
uploaded before class on each Tuesday. Do not print them out and hand them to me.  
Papers that are uploaded after 10:30 AM on each Tuesday will not be accepted. 

 
Participation (55 points) 

I expect you not only to complete the required readings, but to also participate in class 
discussion in addition to your required class attendance.  You will earn points based 
solely on your class participation; you will not earn points for good attendance.  I do, 
however, reserve the right to subtract points from this grade if your attendance is poor.  
You will not be penalized for your first 5 absences; but you will lose 1 point for each 
subsequent absence. 
 
Let me be clear that poor participation in this class will result in a poor participation 
grade.  In other words, someone who never participates in class discussion will not 
receive a 30 out of 55; they will receive a 0 out of 55.  That is the equivalent of losing an 
entire letter grade on your final average. 

 
Your grades will be calculated accordingly: 

450-500 points  A 
400-449 points  B 
350-399 points  C 
300-349 points  D 

 Less than 300 points  F 



 

Classroom Conduct 
There are a few classroom rules which I expect students to follow. 

• Disruptive talking during lectures will not be tolerated; this includes talking amongst 
your selves while I am lecturing, answering a question, or showing films.  Be considerate 
of your classmates, socialize elsewhere.   

• No food is allowed.  The only allowed drink is water in a clear container. 
• Please feel free to interrupt me at anytime if you have any question about the material.  

If you do not understand something, speak up-- chances are other people have the 
same question.  If you are having trouble with the material, see me as soon as possible. 

• Headphones and Bluetooth earpieces are not allowed under any circumstances for any 
reason. 

• I never want to see your cell phone.  Please do not text during my class. 
• Laptops are not allowed. 

 
Academic Integrity Policy 
Please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy found in the 2015-2016 Undergraduate Catalog 
and also in the Student Handbook; both can be found on the HSU website. The student should 
become familiar with the policy and its terms.  The policy applies to all assignments and tests in 
this class. 
 
Attendance Policy 
For class attendance policy, refer to the Attendance Policy in the 2015-2016 Undergraduate 
Catalog.  “Accordingly, absence from more than 25 percent of class meetings and/or laboratory 
sessions scheduled for a course (including absences because of athletic participation) is 
regarded as excessive, and a grade of F may be assigned as deemed appropriated by the 
professor.”  Excused absences are still counted in the total number of absences.  The fact that 
an absence is excused means only that the student has the opportunity to make up the work 
missed during the absence without penalty to his/her grade.  It is the responsibility of the 
student to make arrangements with the professor to complete the work in a time frame 
agreeable with the professor.  Additional specific policies might be included in individual class 
settings by the professor. 
 
University Policy on Students Regarding Disabilities 
Any student with a professionally diagnosed learning disability and/or other professionally 
diagnosed disability that may affect course performance may choose to seek accommodation.  
Eligible students seeking accommodations should contact the Office of the Director of 
Undergraduate Advising and Disabilities as soon as possible in the academic term (preferably 
during the first two weeks of a long semester) for which they are seeking accommodations. The 
Director shall prepare letters to appropriate faculty members concerning specific, reasonable 
academic adjustments for the student. The student is responsible for delivering 
accommodation letters and conferring with faculty members. Please refer to the 2015-2016 
Undergraduate Catalog for the complete policy. (Lindsay Boynton, Director of Undergraduate 



 

Advising and Disabilities, Sandefer Memorial, room 209, 670-5842, 
Lindsay.A.Boynton@hsutx.edu)  
 
University Policy on Electronic Devices in Class 
“Use of electronic devices in the classroom is permitted only with consent of instructor. 
Disruption of class by the sounds of cell phones and paging devices or by texting is forbidden. A 
student facing the possibility of receiving an emergency message by one of these means may 
leave the device turned on during class, but the student must inform the professor of that 
possibility at the beginning of class. Unless facing an emergency message, the student must 
turn the device off at the beginning of class and turn it back on only after the class has been 
dismissed. Routine work related calls/messages are not considered emergencies nor are 
personal calls/messages from friends or business associates.” Online Student Handbook 
 
Official University Communication 
The official avenue for the University, its faculty and offices to communicate with students is 
the students’ HSU email address.  It is the responsibility of the student to check his/her HSU 
email address regularly for official university communication.  Failure of the student to regularly 
check his/her HSU email address will not excuse the student from his/her responsibility for 
complying with any actions indicated in the university mails. 
 
Tutoring 
Peer-to-peer tutoring is available for all undergraduate HSU students. Centralized Tutoring is 
offered on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-9:00 pm on the first floor of Skiles. There are also 
additional opportunities to receive tutoring throughout the semester. For information on any 
tutoring services, contact Sierra Greenwood, Coordinator for Academic Support and Retention 
Initiatives, Moody Center, room 214, 325-670-1495, Sierra.J.Greenwood@hsutx.edu  
 
Mental Health Counseling and Services 
All full or part-time students are eligible to receive free, confidential, and voluntary counseling 
services at HSU. Services include consultation, evaluation, counseling, and crisis support 
services for students facing issues impacting their overall well-being. To obtain any of these 
services, students may call Nikki Rhodes, the University Counselor at (325) 671-2272 or visit the 
Office of Counseling Services in Moody 213 to begin the intake process. The Family Psychology 
Center, located by the Psychology Annex, may be utilized to assist with counseling services as 
well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

IMPORTANT DATES 
January 11, 2016: Classes begin 
January 18, 2016: Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
January 19, 2016: Last date to register or change classes; Last date to change from credit to 
audit; Last date to drop a class with a full refund (This does not apply to a student who 
withdraws from school.) 
February 12, 2016: Last day to drop or withdraw from classes with a grade of W 
March 14-18, 2016: Spring Break 
March 25, 2016: Easter Holiday 
April 18, 2016: Last date to drop/withdraw from classes 
May 2-5, 2016: Final Exams 
 
Tentative Course Outline (subject to change) 
 
Week 1 – Jan 12, 14: Introduction to the Sociological Study of the Family (28 pages) 

• Hull, Kathleen E., Ann Meier, and Timothy Ortyl.  2010.  The Changing Landscape of Love 
and Marriage.  Contexts.  9(2): 32-37. 

• Popenoe, David.  1993.  American Family Decline, 1960-1990: A Review and Appraisal.  
Journal of Marriage and Family.  55(3): 527-542. 

• Stacey, Judith.  1993.  Good Riddance to “The Family”: A Response to David Popenoe.  
Journal of Marriage and Family.  55(3): 545-547. 

 
Week 2 – Jan 19, 21: Theories and Methods (64 pages) 

• Zinn, Maxine Baca.  1994.  Feminist Re-Thinking from Racial-Ethnic Families.  From 
Women of Color in US Society. 

• Millar Bidwell, Lee D. and Brenda J. Vander Mey.  2000.  Theoretical Perspectives in 
Family Sociology.  Chapter 3 in Sociology of the Family: Investigating Family Issues.  Allyn 
& Bacon. 

• Smith, Suzanne R., Raeann R. Harmon, Bron B. Ingoldsby, J. Elizabeth Miller.  2009.  
Social Exchange Theory.  Chapter 7 in Exploring Family Theory 2nd Edition, Oxford 

 
Week 3 – Jan 26, 28: Gender (60 pages) 

• West, Candace and Don H. Zimmerman.  1987.  Doing Gender.  Gender and Society 1(2): 
125-151. 

• Rosin, Hannah.  2010.  The End of Men.  The Atlantic.  July/August 
2010.  http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/07/the-end-of-
men/308135/?single_page=true 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/07/the-end-of-men/308135/?single_page=true
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/07/the-end-of-men/308135/?single_page=true


 

Week 4 – Feb 2, 4: Mate Selection (60 pages) 
• Bolick, Kate.  2011.  All the Single Ladies.  The Atlantic.  November 

2011. http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2011/11/all-the-single-
ladies/308654/?single_page=true 

• Marcotte, Amanda.  2011.  “Marriage Market” Theories Leave Love Out of the 
Equation.  http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2011/10/11/_marriage_market_theo
ries_are_simply_inadequate_to_explain_the_s.html 

• Gottlieb, Lori.  2008.  Marry Him!: The Case for Settling for Mr. Good Enough.  The 
Atlantic.  March 2008.  http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/03/marry-
him/306651/ 

 
Week 5 – Feb 9, 11: Singlehood, Cohabitation, and Hooking Up (40 pages) 

• Feb 11 - Exam 1 
• Regnerus, Mark.  2011.  Sex is Cheap: Why Young Men Have the Upper Hand in Bed, 

Even When They’re Failing in 
Life. http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2011/02/sex_is_cheap.single.ht
ml 

• Shipman, Matt.  2011.  The New Dating Game: When Dates Follow 
Hookups.  http://web.ncsu.edu/abstract/science/wms-dating-analysis/ 

• Armstrong, Elizabeth A., Laura Hamilton, and Paula England.  2010.  Is Hooking Up Bad 
for Young Women?  Contexts.  9(3): 22-27. 

• Seltzer, Judith A.  2000.  Families Formed Outside of Marriage.  Journal of Marriage and 
the Family.  62: 1247-1268. 

 
Week 6 – Feb 16, 18: Marriage (55 pages) 

• Cherlin, Andrew J.  2004.  The Deinstitutionalization of American Marriage.  Journal of 
Marriage and Family.  66: 848-861. 

• Cherlin, Andrew J.  2005.  American Marriage in the Early Twenty-First Century.  The 
Future of Children.  15(2): 33-55. 

• Wilcox, W. Bradford and Steven L. Nock.  2007.  “Her” Marriage after the Revolutions.  
Sociological Forum.  22(1): 104-111 

• Springer, Kristen W.  2007.  Research of Rhetoric?: A Response to Wilcox and Nock.  
Sociological Forum.  22(1): 112-117. 

 
Week 7 – Feb 23, 25: Sexuality (36 pages) 

• Graff, E.J.  2004.  Sex.  Chapter 2 in What is Marriage For?  Beacon Press 
• Flanagan, Caitlin.  2003.  The Wifely Duty.  The Atlantic.  January 

2003.  http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2003/01/the-wifely-
duty/302659/ 

 
 
 
 

http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2011/11/all-the-single-ladies/308654/?single_page=true
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2011/11/all-the-single-ladies/308654/?single_page=true
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2011/10/11/_marriage_market_theories_are_simply_inadequate_to_explain_the_s.html
http://www.slate.com/blogs/xx_factor/2011/10/11/_marriage_market_theories_are_simply_inadequate_to_explain_the_s.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/03/marry-him/306651/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/03/marry-him/306651/
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2011/02/sex_is_cheap.single.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2011/02/sex_is_cheap.single.html
http://web.ncsu.edu/abstract/science/wms-dating-analysis/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2003/01/the-wifely-duty/302659/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2003/01/the-wifely-duty/302659/


 

 
 
Week 8 – Mar 1,3: Parenting (42 pages) 

• Paper 1 due Mar 6 by 11:59 PM 
• Simon, Robin.  2008.  The Joys of Parenthood, Reconsidered.  Contexts.  7(2): 40-45 
• Caspar, Lynn M. and Suzanne M. Bianchi.  2001.  Fathering.  Chapter 5 in Continuity and 

Change in the American Family.  Sage Publications 
• Brooks, Kim.  2014.  The Day I Left my Son in the Car. 

Salon.com.  http://www.salon.com/2014/06/03/the_day_i_left_my_son_in_the_car/ 
 
Week 9 – 8, 10: Same-Sex Families (40 pages) 

• Graff, E.J.  2004.  Babies.  Chapter 3 in What is Marriage For?  Beacon Press.  Read pp. 
117-144 

• Green, Robert J.  2009.  From Outlaws to In-Laws: Gay and Lesbian Couples in 
Contemporary Society.  Chapter 20 in Families as they Really are, edited by Barbara J. 
Risman.  Norton & Company 

 
SPRING BREAK – Mar 14-18 
 
Week 10 – Mar 22, 24: Divorce and Separation (53 pages) 

• Loh, Sandra Tsing.  2009.  Let’s Call the Whole Thing Off.  The Atlantic.  July/August 
2009.  http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2009/07/lets-call-the-whole-
thing-off/307488/?single_page=true 

• Druckerman, Pamela.  2008.  Lies, Damn Lies, and Adultery.  Chapter 2 in Lust in 
Translation: Infidelity from Tokyo to Tennessee.  Penguin Books 

• Cherlin, Andrew.  How American Family Life is Different.  Chapter 1 in The Marriage Go-
Round: The State of Marriage and the Family in America Today.  Vintage Books 

• Roiphe, Katie.  2012.  New York Times, Stop Moralizing about Single 
Mothers. http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/roiphe/2012/07/single_mothers_alw
ays_falling_apart_.html 

• Wilcox, W. Bradford.  2012.  The Kids are not Really 
Alright.  http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2012/07/single_motherhood
_worse_for_children_.single.html 

• Kripke, Pamela Gwyn.  2013.  Single Moms Raise Sturdier 
Kids.  http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/01/single_moms_are_bet
ter_kids_raised_by_single_mothers_are_sturdier.html 

• Benedikt, Allison.  2013.  Being a Single Parent is Many Things.  But it is not 
Failure.  http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/01/is_it_better_to_be_
raised_by_a_single_mom_slate_readers_write_in_on_the.single.html 

 
Week 11 – Mar 29, 31: Remarriage & Stepfamilies 

• Mar 31 – Exam 2 
 

http://www.salon.com/2014/06/03/the_day_i_left_my_son_in_the_car/
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2009/07/lets-call-the-whole-thing-off/307488/?single_page=true
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2009/07/lets-call-the-whole-thing-off/307488/?single_page=true
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/roiphe/2012/07/single_mothers_always_falling_apart_.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/roiphe/2012/07/single_mothers_always_falling_apart_.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2012/07/single_motherhood_worse_for_children_.single.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2012/07/single_motherhood_worse_for_children_.single.html
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http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/01/is_it_better_to_be_raised_by_a_single_mom_slate_readers_write_in_on_the.single.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/01/is_it_better_to_be_raised_by_a_single_mom_slate_readers_write_in_on_the.single.html


 

 
 
Week 12 – Apr 5, 7: Race & Ethnicity (23 pages) 

• Qian, Zhenchao.  2005.  Breaking the Last Taboo: Interracial Marriage in America.  
Contexts.  4(4): 33-37 

• Hill, Shirley A.  2012.  Why Won’t African Americans Get (and Stay) Married? Why 
Should They?  Chapter 5-1 in Public and Private Families: An Introduction, 7th Edition, 
edited by Andrew Cherlin.  McGraw-Hill 

• Franklin, Donna.  2009.  African Americans and the Birth of Modern Marriage. Chapter 7 
in Families as they Really are, edited by Barbara J. Risman.  Norton & Company 

• Bouie, Jamelle.  2014.  Blacks don’t have a Corporal Punishment 
Problem.  http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/politics/2014/09/blacks_an
d_corporal_punishment_why_we_invent_black_pathologies.single.html 

 
Week 13 – Apr 12, 14: Families & Work (60 pages) 

• Slaughter, Anne-Marie.  2012.  Why Women still can’t have it all.  The Atlantic  
July/August 2012.  http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2012/07/why-
women-still-cant-have-it-all/309020/?single_page=true 

• Stone, Pamela.  2007.  The Rhetoric and Reality of “Opting Out.”  Contexts.  6(4): 14-19. 
• Crittenden, Ann.  2001.  The Mommy Tax.  Chapter 5 in The Price of Motherhood.  

Picador 
 

Week 14 – Apr 19, 21: Families & Poverty (30 pages) 
• Paper 2 due Apr 24 by 11:59 PM 
• Edin, Kathryn and Marla Kafalas.  2005.  Unmarried with Children.  Contexts.  4(2): 16-22 
• Hays, Sharon.  2004.  Pyramids of Inequality.  Chapter 5 in Flat Broke with Children: 

Women in the Age of Welfare Reform. Oxford University Press 
• Blank, Rebecca M.  2012.  Improving the Safety Net for Single Mothers Who Face Serious 

Barriers to Work.  Chapter 14-1 in Public and Private Families: An Introduction, 7th 
Edition, edited by Andrew Cherlin.  McGraw-Hill 

 
Week 15 – Apr 26, 28: Families & Violence (38 pages) 

• Johnson, Michael.  2008.  Control and Violence in Intimate Relationships.  Chapter 1 
from A Typology of Domestic Violence: Intimate Terrorism, Violent Resistance, and 
Situational Couple Violence.  Northeastern Press 

• Almeida, Rhea V.  2009.  Domestic Violence in Heterosexual Relationships.  Chapter 39 
in Families as they Really are, edited by Barbara J. Risman.  Norton & Company 

• Wade, Lisa, Brian Sweeney, Amelia Seraphia Derr, Michael A. Messner, and Carol Burke.  
2014.  Ruling out Rape.  Contexts.  13(2): 16-25. 

 
Final exam – see exam schedule 
 

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/politics/2014/09/blacks_and_corporal_punishment_why_we_invent_black_pathologies.single.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/politics/2014/09/blacks_and_corporal_punishment_why_we_invent_black_pathologies.single.html
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