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What is Sociology?  
 
According to the American Sociological Association, 
 

Sociology is the study of social life, social change, and the social causes and consequences of 
human behavior. Sociologists investigate the structure of groups, organizations, and societies, 
and how people interact within these contexts. Since human behavior is shaped by social factors, 
the subject matter of sociology ranges from the intimate family to the hostile mob; from 
organized crime to religious cults; from the divisions of race, gender and social class to the 
shared beliefs of a common culture; and from the sociology of work to the sociology of sports. In 
fact, few fields have such broad scope and relevance for research, theory, and application of 
knowledge. 
 
Sociology provides many distinctive perspectives on the world, generating new ideas and 
critiquing the old. The field also offers a range of research techniques that can be applied to 
virtually any aspect of social life: street crime and delinquency, corporate downsizing, how 
people express emotions, welfare or education reform, how families differ and flourish, or 
problems of peace and war. Because sociology addresses the most challenging issues of our time, 
it is a rapidly expanding field whose potential is increasingly tapped by those who craft policies 
and create programs. Sociologists understand social inequality, patterns of behavior, forces for 
social change and resistance, and how social systems work. 

 
To put it in considerably fewer words, sociology is essentially the scientific study of society. 
 
 
Course Description from HSU Catalog 
An introduction to the field; a survey of society, in which social institutions, social processes, 
and patterns of social interaction are studied and related to contemporary life. 
 
 
 



Course Objectives 
Upon completing SOC 1301, students should be able to: 
 

• Think sociologically:  To think sociologically is to understand that our individual identities 
and common experiences are not only formed within a social context, but are to some 
extent determined by social structures and institutions that are beyond our control.  
While not completely abandoning the power of individual action, sociologists choose to 
focus instead on these social forces that constrain, empower, and dominate the ways 
we choose to live our lives. 

• Describe the major theoretical perspectives in sociology:  Like all fields that attempt to 
study and understand various aspects of our lives, sociology is informed by a handful of 
different perspectives that at times compete with one another, and other times 
complement one another.  Describing the elements and assumptions of these theories is 
vital to any basic understanding of sociology, and you will be asked to revisit these 
foundations throughout the entirety of the semester. 

• Apply the major theoretical perspectives to everyday experiences and institutions:  These 
foundational theories of sociology are commonly applied to virtually every social 
concept imaginable.  Race, gender, education, religion, and poverty are just the surface 
of the dimensions of social life that are studied by sociologists, and you will be able to 
apply sociological perspectives to these dimensions as you experience them in your 
everyday life. 

 
Text 
There is no textbook for this course.  I have assigned and posted on blackboard several short 
readings. 
 
 
Grading & Assignments 
 
Exams (75%) 

There will be four exams: three exams spaced evenly throughout the semester, 
and one cumulative final exam. These exams will be a combination of multiple 
choice questions and short essay questions.  Exams will not be returned to 
students.  If you want to examine your test, make an appointment with me.  The 
lowest of these 4 exam scores will be dropped at the end of the semester.  
Therefore, if you are satisfied with your grades on the first 3 exams, you do not 
have to take the final. 
 
Each of the three highest exams is worth 25% of your final grade, leaving 25% of 
your final grade to be determined by the following assignments: 
 
 
 
 



Quizzes (10%) 
There will be at least five (5) pop quizzes over the additional readings spaced out 
over the semester.  There will be 1 additional reading assigned for each class 
topic, and you will be expected to have already read that particular reading 
when class begins.  Each of these 5 pop quizzes will be worth 2 points of your 
final grade, and each quiz will consist of 5 multiple choice questions.  If you are 
absent on that day or answer only 1 question correctly, you will receive a 0 for 
that quiz.  If you answer 2 or 3 questions correctly, you will receive a 1 for that 
quiz.  If you answer 4 or 5 questions correctly, you will receive a 2 for that quiz.  
Altogether, these 5 pop quizzes account for 10% (or 10 points) of your final 
grade.  I do not give make-up quizzes for any reason, even if the absence is 
excused.  You will have multiple attempts to make up for any missed quizzes if 
you consistently attend class. 

 
Sociology in the Media (15%) 

The other assignment will concern your ability to find a published current article 
in the popular media that addresses a particular sociological concept that we 
have studied in class and explain its connection to sociology.  The article must be 
found online, and must be found on a reputable news or editorial site.  In other 
words, you cannot submit a link to a random personal blog that you find or read, 
nor can you submit anything that even smells like Wikipedia.  Examples of 
websites that are allowed 
include www.cnn.com, www.foxnews.com, www.nytimes.com, www.suntimes.c
om, www.abcnews.com, or any website of any local newspaper.  “Blogs” that 
appear on a major news website are okay.  YOU MUST CHOOSE AN ARTICLE 
THAT PRESENTS AN OPINION, NOT ONE THAT MERELY PRESENTS FACTS.  Some 
websites offer content that is primarily editorial in nature, and as long as it is not 
a personal blog, this is allowed.  Examples of this include www.slate.com 
and www.theroot.com.  Also, the OP-ED (opinion-editorial) sections of major 
newspapers are great places to look.  If you have questions about whether a 
certain website will count, let me know. 
 
When you find your article, you will upload a document to Blackboard that 
contains the following: 
 

1. A link to the article 
2. A synopsis of the article including the main facts presented and arguments put 

forth 
3. An explanation of how this relates to a specific sociological concept that we have 

discussed (this is the most important part of the assignment).  Choose only 1 or 2 
concepts; do not simply list several concepts.  Remember that I am your 
audience, and I do not need you to define concepts and terms for me.  Defining 
terms for me will be considered an attempt to fill more of the page without 
actually thinking through the assignment.  Some questions that could guide your 

http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.foxnews.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/
http://www.abcnews.com/
http://www.slate.com/
http://www.theroot.com/


writing of this section include: how might sociologists explain the causes or 
consequences of the issue?; would sociologists view the issue differently than 
most non-sociologists, and how?; does sociological theory offer insights that 
standard journalism does not? 

4. Your opinion on the argument put forth in the article 
5. 3-5 questions that you would ask the class if you were asked to lead a class 

discussion on that particular article and issue.  In total, you should write enough 
that it would take up about 2-3 full pages (double-spaced) in Word.   
 
The sociological concept that you utilize must be a specific one.  For example, in 
October we will be studying race and ethnicity.  You cannot choose an article and 
tell me that it relates to sociology because it “deals with race and ethnicity.”  It 
must deal with some specific concept that we address in our study of race and 
ethnicity, something like ethnocentrism, prejudice, or racial diversity in America.  
You will write 3 of these papers throughout the semester, each covering 1 
article. 
 

• The first one must be uploaded to Blackboard by Friday, Sept 16 at 
11:59 PM, and it must be an article that applies to the content from 
section 1 of the class.  The article must have been originally published 
between Aug 1, 2016 and Sept 16, 2016.   

• The second one must be uploaded to Blackboard by Monday, Oct 24 at 
11:59 PM, and it must be an article that applies to the content from 
section 2 of the class.  The article must have been originally published 
between Sept 16, 2016 and Oct 24, 2016. 

• The third one must be uploaded to Blackboard by Wednesday, Nov 30 at 
11:59 PM, and it must be an article that applies to the content from 
section 3 of the class.  The article must have been originally published 
between Oct 24, 2016 and Nov 30, 2016. 

 
I will deduct 2 points if the article is turned in within 24 hours of the due date.  If 
it is more than 24 hours late, I will not accept it. 
 
Grading on this assignment will be based on insight into and understanding of 
sociological concepts that you discuss; ability to understand, summarize, and 
respond to the opinion of the article author; usefulness of the discussion 
questions you pose; ability to follow instructions; and basic writing skills.  I have 
posted an example of a paper that earned a score of 5 on blackboard. 

 
The grading scale for the course is based on the following: A: 90-100; B: 80-89; C: 70-79; D: 60-
69; F: below 60.  Please note that I cannot change grades after the final grades have been 
posted unless I have made a mathematical error in computing your final grade. 
 
 



 
Classroom Conduct 
There are a few classroom rules which I expect students to follow. 

• Please feel free to interrupt me at any time if you have any question about the material.  
If you do not understand something, speak up-- chances are other people have the 
same question.  If you are having trouble with the material, see me as soon as possible. 

• Disruptive talking during lectures will not be tolerated; this includes talking amongst 
your selves while I am lecturing, answering a question, or showing films.  Be considerate 
of your classmates, socialize elsewhere.   

• No food is allowed in the Skiles building.  The only allowed drink is water in a clear 
container. 

• Headphones and Bluetooth earpieces are not allowed under any circumstances for any 
reason. 

• I never want to see your cell phone.  Please do not text during my class. 
• Laptops are not allowed. 

 
Academic Integrity Policy 
Please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy found in the 2016-2017 Undergraduate Catalog 
and also in the Student Handbook; both can be found on the HSU website. The student should 
become familiar with the policy and its terms.  The policy applies to all assignments and tests in 
this class. 
 
Attendance Policy 
For class attendance policy, refer to the Attendance Policy in the 2016-2017 Undergraduate 
Catalog.  “Accordingly, absence from more than 25 percent of class meetings and/or laboratory 
sessions scheduled for a course (including absences because of athletic participation) is 
regarded as excessive, and a grade of F may be assigned as deemed appropriated by the 
professor.”  Excused absences are still counted in the total number of absences.  The fact that 
an absence is excused means only that the student has the opportunity to make up the work 
missed during the absence without penalty to his/her grade.  It is the responsibility of the 
student to make arrangements with the professor to complete the work in a time frame 
agreeable with the professor.  Additional specific policies might be included in individual class 
settings by the professor. 
 
University Policy on Students Regarding Disabilities 
Any student with a professionally diagnosed learning disability and/or other professionally 
diagnosed disability that may affect course performance may choose to seek accommodation.  
Eligible students seeking accommodations should contact the Office of the Director of 
Undergraduate Advising and Disabilities as soon as possible in the academic term (preferably 
during the first two weeks of a long semester) for which they are seeking accommodations. The 
Director shall prepare letters to appropriate faculty members concerning specific, reasonable 
academic adjustments for the student. The student is responsible for delivering 
accommodation letters and conferring with faculty members. Please refer to the 2016-2017 



Undergraduate Catalog for the complete policy. (Lindsay Boynton, Director of Undergraduate 
Advising and Disabilities, Sandefer Memorial, room 209, 670-
5842, disabilityservices@hsutx.edu)  
 
University Policy on Electronic Devices in Class 
“Use of electronic devices in the classroom is permitted only with consent of instructor. 
Disruption of class by the sounds of cell phones and paging devices or by texting is forbidden. A 
student facing the possibility of receiving an emergency message by one of these means may 
leave the device turned on during class, but the student must inform the professor of that 
possibility at the beginning of class. Unless facing an emergency message, the student must 
turn the device off at the beginning of class and turn it back on only after the class has been 
dismissed. Routine work related calls/messages are not considered emergencies nor are 
personal calls/messages from friends or business associates.” Online Student Handbook 
 
Official University Communication 
The official avenue for the University, its faculty and offices to communicate with students is 
the students’ HSU email address.  It is the responsibility of the student to check his/her HSU 
email address regularly for official university communication.  Failure of the student to regularly 
check his/her HSU email address will not excuse the student from his/her responsibility for 
complying with any actions indicated in the university mails. 
 
Tutoring 
Peer-to-peer tutoring is available for all undergraduate HSU students. Centralized Tutoring is 
offered Tuesday evenings from 6:30-9:00 pm on the first floor of Skiles. There are additional 
opportunities to receive tutoring throughout the semester. For information regarding tutoring 
services, contact Sierra Greenwood, Coordinator for Academic Support and Retention 
Initiatives, Moody Center, room 214, 325-670-1495, Sierra.J.Greenwood@hsutx.edu  
 
Mental Health Counseling and Services 
All full or part-time students are eligible to receive free, confidential, and voluntary counseling 
services at HSU. Services include consultation, evaluation, counseling, and crisis support 
services for students facing issues impacting their overall well-being. To obtain any of these 
services, students may call Nikki Rhodes, the Director of Counseling Services, at (325) 671-2272 
or visit the Office of Counseling Services in Moody 213 to begin the intake process. The 
Psychology and Counseling Center, located by the Psychology Annex and staffed by graduate 
student interns in the M.A. of Clinical Counseling and Marriage and Family Therapy, may be 
utilized to assist with counseling services as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:disabilityservices@hsutx.edu
mailto:Sierra.J.Greenwood@hsutx.edu


 
Important Dates 
August 22, 2016: Classes begin 
August 29, 2016: Last date to register or change classes; Last date to change from credit to 
audit 
September 23, 2016: Last day to drop or withdraw from classes with a grade of W 
September 27-29, 2016: Cornerstone (adjusted schedule on Wednesday, the 28th)   
October 21, 2016: BW Aston Fall Break 
November 21, 2016: Last date to drop/withdraw from classes 
November 23-25, 2016: Thanksgiving Holidays 
December 5-8, 2016: Final Exams 
 
 
 
 
 
Tentative Course Outline (subject to change) 
Aug 22.  Intro to Course 
Aug 24.  The Sociological Perspective 
Aug 26.  The Sociological Perspective 
 
Aug 29.  Research Methods 
Aug 31.  Research Methods 
Sept 2.  Culture 
 
Sept 5.  Culture 
Sept 7.  Socialization 
Sept 9.  Socialization 
 
Sept 12.  Social Structure and Interaction 
Sept 14.  Social Structure and Interaction 
Sept 16.  Groups; SIM 1 Due 
 
Sept 19.  Exam 1 
Sept 21.  Non-Criminal Deviance 
Sept 23.  Crime 
 
Sept 26.  Crime 
Sept 28.  Class and Stratification in the US (Cornerstone Lecture Series) 
Sept 30. Class and Stratification in the US 
 
Oct 3.   Class and Stratification in the US 
Oct 5.   Class and Stratification in the US 
Oct 7.   Race and Ethnicity 



 
Oct 10.  Race and Ethnicity 
Oct 12.  Race and Ethnicity 
Oct 14.  Race and Ethnicity 
 
Oct 17.  Sex and Gender 
Oct 19.  Sex and Gender 
Oct 21.  NO CLASS (BW Aston Fall Break) 
 
Oct 24.  Sex and Gender, SIM 2 Due 
Oct 26.  Exam 2 
Oct 28.  Families 
 
Oct 31.  Families 
Nov 2.   Education 
Nov 4.   Education 
 
Nov 7.   Religion 
Nov 9.   Religion 
Nov 11.  Religion 
 
Nov 14.  Religion 
Nov 16.  Politics 
Nov 18.  Politics 
 
Nov 21.  Politics 
Nov 23.  NO CLASS (Thanksgiving) 
Nov 25.  NO CLASS (Thanksgiving) 
 
Nov 28.  Economics 
Nov 30. Economics, SIM 3 Due 
Dec 2.   Exam 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Additional Readings 
The Sociological Perspective 
Zirin, D. (2008, July). Calling Sports Sociology off the Bench. Contexts, 7(3), 28-31. 
 
Research Methods 
Anonymous. (2011, November). Discoveries: New and Noteworthy Social Research.  Contexts, 10(3), 8-13. 
 
Culture 
Harkness, G. (2008, July). Hip Hop Culture and America's Most Taboo Word. Contexts, 7(3), 38-42. 
 
Socialization 
Karen Sternheimer.  (2007, January). Do Video Games Kill? Contexts, 6(1), 13-17. 
 
Social Structure and Interaction 
Mcpherson, M., Smith-lovin, L., & Brashears, M. (2008, July). The Ties that Bind are Fraying. Contexts, 7(3), 32-36. 
 
Groups and Organizations 
Anonymous.  (2007, October). What's Wrong with the American Corporation?  Contexts, 6(4), 10-13. 
 
Deviance and Crime 
Rios, Victor M.  (2012). Stealing a Bag of Potato Chips and Other Crimes of Resistance. Contexts, 11(1), 48-53. 
 
Social Class 
Rank, Mark R. (2011). Rethinking American Poverty. Contexts, 10(2), 16-21. 
 
Race and Ethnicity 
Mcardle, E. (2008, January). Sociologists on the Colorblind Question. Contexts, 7(1), 34-37.  
 
Sex and Gender 
Melzer, Scott.  (2013). Ritual Violence in a 2-car Garage. Contexts, 12(3), 26-31. 
 
Families 
Hull, Kathleen E., Ann Meier, and Timothy Ortyl. (2010). The Changing Landscape of Love and Marriage.  Contexts, 
9(2), 32-37. 
 
Education 
Downey, Douglas B. and Benjamin G. Gibbs.  (2010). How Schools Really Matter.  Contexts, 9(2), 50-54. 
 
Religion 
W. Bradford Wilcox. (2006, October).  Religion and the Domestication of Men. Contexts, 5(4), 42-46.  
 
Politics 
Perrin, A. (2008, October). Why You Voted. Contexts, 7(4), 22-25. 
 
Economy 



Lane Kenworthy.  (2007, July). Is Equality Feasible? Contexts, 6(3), 28-32. 


