
Crime and Delinquency 
Spring 2016 

Syllabus 
 

SOCI 4351-A / CRIJ 4351-A 
MW 1:00 – 2:15 
Skiles 131 
 
Jeremy R. Rhodes, Ph.D. 
Office: Skiles 228 
Office Phone: 670-1274 
Email: jeremy.r.rhodes@hsutx.edu 
Office Hours: Mon 11-12; Tues 9-10 and 1:00-4:00; Wed 11-12; Thurs 9-10 and 1:00-4:00; or by 
appointment 
 
Course Description from HSU Catalog 
Study of the nature of crime and crime causation.  Effects of crime on social order and 
institutions.  Focus is on criminal behavior: its causes, treatment, and prevention. 
 
Course Objectives 
Upon completing SOC 4351, students should be able to: 

• Identify, explain, and apply the primary theories of the causes of crime 
• Understand proposed policies to reduce crime, and the ways that different theories can 

be applied to public policy 
• Become familiar with common criticisms of the criminal justice system, and be able to 

identify the strengths and weaknesses of these criticisms 
 
Text 
Criminological Theory: Past to Present, 5th Edition.  Edited by Francis T. Cullen, Robert Agnew, 
and Pamela Wilcox.  Oxford University Press, published in 2014  ISBN 978-0-19-930111-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional readings may be posted to blackboard 
 
 
 
 



Grading & Assignments 
 
Exams (250 points) 

There will be two exams spaced evenly throughout the semester: a midterm and a final 
exam. These exams will be a combination of multiple choice items along with some 
short answer essay questions.  Exams will not be returned to students.  If you want to 
examine your test, make an appointment with me.  Each of the two exams is worth 25% 
of your final grade, leaving 50% of your final grade to be determined by the following 
assignments: 

 
Reading Reflection Papers (50 points) 

You will be asked to turn in twelve (12) 1-2 page reflection papers over the readings for 
that particular week throughout the semester.  I do not expect you to exhaustively 
summarize the entirety of the readings in only 1-2 pages.  I am more interested in your 
response to the readings.  For example, do you have an opinion of the readings?  Do you 
have personal experiences that relate to the readings?  What are some class discussion 
questions that you think would be interesting for that day? 
 
Each paper is worth 4 points of the total 500.  Together, the papers are worth 10% of 
your final grade.  Papers must be submitted to blackboard, and they must be uploaded 
before class on each Monday. Do not print them out and hand them to me.  Papers that 
are uploaded after 1:00 PM on each Monday will not be accepted. 

 
Research Paper (100 points) 

You will write a research paper on a topic of your choosing that relates to some element 
of criminology. It can focus on theories of crime, instructive case studies, specific types 
of crime and their patterns, specific sociological aspects of the criminal justice system, 
or debates surrounding social policies intended to deal with crime. 
 
You must also interview at least one criminal justice professional (e.g. police officer, 
dispatcher, judge, lawyer, deputy sheriff, probation or parole officer, etc.) to ascertain 
how your topic impacts the practitioner or the system, and include information learned 
in that interview in your paper.  The paper should be about 10-12 pages in length.  
Additional information about the paper is posted on blackboard.  The topic proposal 
should be submitted to blackboard by 11:59 PM on Feb 3, an outline and reference list 
is due by 11:59 PM on March 21, and the final paper is due by 11:59 PM on April 24. 

 
Research Presentation (50 points) 

During the last week of class, you will present the findings of your research paper to the 
class.  Presentations will be about 7-10 minutes long, depending on how many students 
enroll in the class. 

 
 
 



 
 
Participation (50 points) 

I expect you not only to complete the required readings, but to also participate in class 
discussion in addition to your required class attendance.  You will earn points based 
solely on your class participation; you will not earn points for good attendance.  I do, 
however, reserve the right to subtract points from this grade if your attendance is poor.  
You will not be penalized for your first 5 absences; but you will lose 1 point for each 
subsequent absence. 
 
Let me be clear that poor participation in this class will result in a poor participation 
grade.  In other words, someone who never participates in class discussion will not 
receive a 30 out of 50; they will receive a 0 out of 50.  That is the equivalent of losing an 
entire letter grade on your final average. 

 
Your grades will be calculated accordingly: 
450-500 points  A 
400-449 points  B 
350-399 points  C 
300-349 points  D 
Less than 300 points  F 
 
Classroom Conduct 
There are a few classroom rules which I expect students to follow. 

• Please feel free to interrupt me at any time if you have any question about the material.  
If you do not understand something, speak up-- chances are other people have the 
same question.  If you are having trouble with the material, see me as soon as possible. 

• Disruptive talking during lectures will not be tolerated; this includes talking amongst 
your selves while I am lecturing, answering a question, or showing films.  Be considerate 
of your classmates, socialize elsewhere.   

• No food is allowed in the Skiles building.  The only allowed drink is water in a clear 
container. 

• Headphones and Bluetooth earpieces are not allowed under any circumstances for any 
reason. 

• I never want to see your cell phone.  Please do not text during my class. 
• Laptops are not allowed. 

 
Academic Integrity Policy 
Please refer to the Academic Integrity Policy found in the 2015-2016 Undergraduate Catalog 
and also in the Student Handbook; both can be found on the HSU website. The student should 
become familiar with the policy and its terms.  The policy applies to all assignments and tests in 
this class. 
 



 
 
Attendance Policy 
For class attendance policy, refer to the Attendance Policy in the 2015-2016 Undergraduate 
Catalog.  “Accordingly, absence from more than 25 percent of class meetings and/or laboratory 
sessions scheduled for a course (including absences because of athletic participation) is 
regarded as excessive, and a grade of F may be assigned as deemed appropriated by the 
professor.”  Excused absences are still counted in the total number of absences.  The fact that 
an absence is excused means only that the student has the opportunity to make up the work 
missed during the absence without penalty to his/her grade.  It is the responsibility of the 
student to make arrangements with the professor to complete the work in a time frame 
agreeable with the professor.  Additional specific policies might be included in individual class 
settings by the professor. 
 
University Policy on Students Regarding Disabilities 
Any student with a professionally diagnosed learning disability and/or other professionally 
diagnosed disability that may affect course performance may choose to seek accommodation.  
Eligible students seeking accommodations should contact the Office of the Director of 
Undergraduate Advising and Disabilities as soon as possible in the academic term (preferably 
during the first two weeks of a long semester) for which they are seeking accommodations. The 
Director shall prepare letters to appropriate faculty members concerning specific, reasonable 
academic adjustments for the student. The student is responsible for delivering 
accommodation letters and conferring with faculty members. Please refer to the 2015-2016 
Undergraduate Catalog for the complete policy. (Lindsay Boynton, Director of Undergraduate 
Advising and Disabilities, Sandefer Memorial, room 209, 670-5842, 
Lindsay.A.Boynton@hsutx.edu)  
 
University Policy on Electronic Devices in Class 
“Use of electronic devices in the classroom is permitted only with consent of instructor. 
Disruption of class by the sounds of cell phones and paging devices or by texting is forbidden. A 
student facing the possibility of receiving an emergency message by one of these means may 
leave the device turned on during class, but the student must inform the professor of that 
possibility at the beginning of class. Unless facing an emergency message, the student must 
turn the device off at the beginning of class and turn it back on only after the class has been 
dismissed. Routine work related calls/messages are not considered emergencies nor are 
personal calls/messages from friends or business associates.” Online Student Handbook 
 
Official University Communication 
The official avenue for the University, its faculty and offices to communicate with students is 
the students’ HSU email address.  It is the responsibility of the student to check his/her HSU 
email address regularly for official university communication.  Failure of the student to regularly 
check his/her HSU email address will not excuse the student from his/her responsibility for 
complying with any actions indicated in the university mails. 
 



 
 
Tutoring 
Peer-to-peer tutoring is available for all undergraduate HSU students. Centralized Tutoring is 
offered on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-9:00 pm on the first floor of Skiles. There are also 
additional opportunities to receive tutoring throughout the semester. For information on any 
tutoring services, contact Sierra Greenwood, Coordinator for Academic Support and Retention 
Initiatives, Moody Center, room 214, 325-670-1495, Sierra.J.Greenwood@hsutx.edu  
 
Mental Health Counseling and Services 
All full or part-time students are eligible to receive free, confidential, and voluntary counseling 
services at HSU. Services include consultation, evaluation, counseling, and crisis support 
services for students facing issues impacting their overall well-being. To obtain any of these 
services, students may call Nikki Rhodes, the University Counselor at (325) 671-2272 or visit the 
Office of Counseling Services in Moody 213 to begin the intake process. The Family Psychology 
Center, located by the Psychology Annex, may be utilized to assist with counseling services as 
well. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES 
January 11, 2016: Classes begin 
January 18, 2016: Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
January 19, 2016: Last date to register or change classes; Last date to change from credit to 
audit; Last date to drop a class with a full refund (This does not apply to a student who 
withdraws from school.) 
February 12, 2016: Last day to drop or withdraw from classes with a grade of W 
March 14-18, 2016: Spring Break 
March 25, 2016: Easter Holiday 
April 18, 2016: Last date to drop/withdraw from classes 
May 2-5, 2016: Final Exams 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Tentative Course Outline (subject to change) 
 
Week 1 – Jan 11, 13:  What is Crime? 

• Watch excerpt from Brother’s Keeper 
 
Week 2 – Jan 18, 20: Measuring Crime 

• Jan 18 – NO CLASS – MLK Day 
• Watch excerpt from Capturing the Friedman’s 

 
Week 3 – Jan 25, 27: Biosocial and Trait Theories (35 pages) 

• Gene Based Evolutionary Theories in Criminology by Ellis and Walsh; pp. 59-75 
• Biology and Crime by Peskin et al., pp. 76-85 
• Personality and Crime: Are Some People More Crime Prone? by Caspi et al., pp. 86-94 

 
Week 4 – Feb 1, 3: The Chicago School (20 pages) 

• Juvenile Delinquency and Urban Areas by Shaw and McKay, pp. 107-113 
• A Theory of Race, Crime, and Urban Inequality by Sampson and Wilson, pp. 114-120 
• Collective Efficacy and Crime by Sampson, Raudenbush, and Earls, pp. 121-126 

 
Week 5 – Feb 8, 10: Strain Theories (35 pages) 

• Social Structure and Anomie by Merton, pp. 177-185 
• Delinquent Boys: The Culture of the Gang by Cohen, pp. 186-190 
• Crime and the American Dream by Rosenfeld and Messner, pp. 191-201 
• Pressured into Crime: General Strain Theory by Agnew, pp. 202-211 
• Watch selection from Enron: The Smartest Guys in the Room  

 
Week 6 – Feb 15, 17: Learning Theories (30 pages) 

• A Theory of Differential Association by Sutherland and Cressey, pp. 136-139 
• A Social Learning Theory of Crime by Akers, pp. 140-153 
• The Code of the Street by Anderson, pp. 154-165 
• Watch selection from The Lost Children of Rockdale 

 
Week 7 – Feb 22, 24: Control Theories (30 pages) 

• Techniques of Neutralization by Sykes and Matza, pp. 221-228 
• Social Bond Theory by Hirschi, pp. 229-237 
• A General Theory of Crime by Gottfredson and Hirschi, pp. 238-250 
• Watch selection from Devil’s Playground 

 
Week 8 – Feb 29, Mar 2: Labelling Theories (12 pages) 

• Feb 29. Midterm Exam 
• Primary and Secondary Deviance by Lemert, pp. 263-266 



• Crime, Shame, and Reintegration by Braithwaite, pp. 267-275 
 
Week 9 – Mar 7, 9: Deterrence and Rational Choice Theories (22 pages) 

• Reconceptualizing Deterrence Theory by Stafford and Warr, pp. 431-436 
• Crime as a Rational Choice by Cornish and Clarke, pp. 437-442 
• Armed Robbers in Action by Wright and Decker, pp. 443-453 
• Watch selection from Iceman 

 
Mar 14-18 – SPRING BREAK 
 
Week 10 – Mar 21, 23: Environmental Theories of Crime (30 pages) 

• Routine Activity Theory by Cohen and Felson, pp. 469-479 
• Defensible Space by Newman, pp. 489-496 
• Broken Windows by Wilson and Kelling, pp. 497-508 

 
Week 11 – Mar 28, 30: Feminist Theories (27 pages) 

• A Feminist Theory of Female Delinquency by Chesney-Lind, pp. 347-353 
• Masculinities and Crime by Messerschmidt, pp. 354-365 
• Toward a Gendered Theory of Female Offending by Steffensmeier and Allan, pp. 366-374 

 
Week 12 – Apr 4, 6: Crime and Social Class (21 pages) 

• Crime in a Market Society by Currie, pp. 303-315 
• Crime and Coercion by Colvin, pp. 316-324 
• Watch selection from Bus 174 

 
Week 13 – Apr 11, 13: Crime and Race (15 pages) 

• Getting Played by Miller, pp. 570-577 
• A Theory of African American Offending by Unnever and Gabbidon, pp. 578-585 
• Watch selection from Murder on a Sunday Morning 

 
Week 14 – Apr 18, 20: Integrated Theories and Comparative Criminology (32 pages) 

• Toward an Interactional Theory of Delinquency by Thornberry, pp. 596-607 
• Why Criminals Offend: A General Theory of Crime and Delinquency by Agnew, pp. 619-

633 
• Defiance Theory by Sherman, pp. 276-283 

 
Week 15 – Apr 25, 27: Presentations 
 
Final Exam – see exam schedule 
 


